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Board rejects land bid,
votes tolist property anew |

By Kendall Hatch
Daily News Staff

- MARLBOROUGH - The
cash-strapped Community
Development Authority
voted Thursday morning
to reject a $400,000 offer
for a piece of public land
‘on Winter Street and then
voted to list the property
again.

The board voted last
month to list the 2.1-acre
parcel at the rear of Ste-

*vens Park for the appraised

value of $175,000, with the
understanding it would only
‘accept an offer that came in
significantly higher.

" The board only received
one bid, for $4:00,000,
although board members
said on Thursday they were
tejecting the bid for a few
different reasons.

, First, authority mem-
bers said they wanted
to get more money for
the parcel. Although the
formal appraisal came in
at $175,000, a real estate
broker estimated the
property value closer to
$800,000, board member
Joyce Torelli said this
spring. Board members
at the time gaid they were
hoping for some amount
that fell somewhere in
the middle of those two
numbers.

The board voted in April

* to list the property on the

Multiple Listing Service as
an “entry only listing,” in
which a listing agent merely
places the property in the
system but does not provide
any other service.

Vigeant said on Thursday
he never signed off on the
entry only listing because
he felt that there “were too

many conflicts.” He said the’
‘same broker who gave the

$800,000 valuation o the
property was involved in
the deal, and that although

the deal was sound, it could
have the appearance of a.

conflict of interest.
Member Stephen LeDuc
said that listing the prop-

erty on the MLS would have -

opened the property up to

other brokers and the city

could have received other
bids.

- Additionally, Vigeant ref-
erenced an apparent Open
Meeting Law violation by
the board ahead of Thurs-
day’s meeting, in which
board members discussed

the sale'in an email thread.

In a phone interview
after Thursday’s meeting,
Vigeant said the violation,
which consisted of a few
exchanges, was uninten-
tional and was stopped
when other members real-
ized the communication

was illegal.

“It got a little messy,” he
said. “It was completely
unintentional.”

The board voted on
Thursday to reject the bid
and start the process over
again, although Vigeant
said he was opposed to
restarting the process.

The board voted, with
Vigeant in opposition, to
declare the property as.
eligible for disposition, to
set 2 minimum price of
$450,000 and to do a full
listing on MLS, with a com-
mission capped at 4 percent.
The only vote Vigeant took
in the affirmative regarding
the property was 4 vote to
carry over deed restrictions
on the property. ot

The board, which is
strapped for cash, is trying
to sell the property to bring
in cash in order to fund
its operations. The board
voted later in the meeting
to continue to pay Finance
Manager Anne Marie
Blake on a full-time basis
only until the end of July.
She will then be offered a
25-hour-per-week position
until the end of December.

Kendall Hatch can be,
reached at 508-490-7453
or khatch @wickedlocal.
com. Follow him on Twit-
ter @Kendall_HatchMW.
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LIBERTY HILL APARTMENTS

Ernest R. Holt " = X
Courtyard reded:

he Liberty Hill

Apartments

Grand Reopen-
ing and Rededication
of the Ernest R. Holt
Courtyard was held
July 22 at 240 Main
St. After a year of
being closed, the
Courtyard renova-
tions were completed
and a celebration for
its grand re-opening
and re-dedication was

held. At this time, the | ‘ - Douglas M. Bushman, Houzlr

late Ernest R. Holt, - Volerie Witkinson, Housing

the first executive - " pronk Hinckley, Malrtenance Supervi
director of Marlbor- rbara MoGuire, President Tofe
ough Public Housing e

and the Marlborough
Community Develop-
ment Assotiation, was
honored by naming
the Courtyard in his
honor.
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This plaque, honoring Ernest ‘Holt, hangs in the court-
yard of the Liberty Hill Apartments at 240 Main St. |

The late Ernie R. Holt was represented at the Liberty Hill Apartments Grand .
Reopening and Rededication by his son and three daughters as well as other |
members of his family. In the photo, from left, are Mary Saltus, daughter; Judy -
Ryan, daughter; Jim Holt, son; Patty Cumming, daughter; Jaimie (Holt) Goliger,
granddaughter; and William Goliger, great grandson. The Courtyard at 240 Main
St. was named in Holt's hanor. WICKED LOCAL PHOTOS/ MARY WENZEL ! 25




newly renovated courtyard at_
Liberty Hill Apartments was |
- celebrated last week. The
courtyard, which - is adjacent
to the ‘semior center, WEa'_s
named. in honer of . Ernest’
Holt, the first executive
director of Marlborough

Shown in picture, Iame:é
Holt, speaking on behalf
his family, thanked all wh'é‘_
attended the redechcatmn cera i
emony and those mst:rumental il

 in planning the event honor-
ing his father. See story above:
for more details. :
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MARLBOROUGH: ELDERLY HOUSING COMPLEX

By Kendall Hatch
Daily News Staff

MARLBOROUGH
— The Community Devel-
opment Authority on
Thursday morning gave its
tentative approval to a grant
program that would pay for
new energy efficient heat-
ing and cooling systems for
some residents at a Bolton
Street elderly housing
complex.

The CDA voted unani-
mously to accept the grant
during its meeting Thurs-
day morning, although
the acceptance hinged on

Public Works Commis-

sioner John Ghiloni signing

off on the program.

The grant, from Action
for Boston Community
Development, or ABCD
for short, would pay for the
installation of 30 air-source
heat pumps at the Bolton
Street complex, or enough
pumps to outfit half of the
units there.

Bruce Ledgerwood of
ABCD told the board that
the units use technology
that takes heat from the air,
compresses it and pumps it
into an apartment for heat
during the winter. In the

summer, the process works
in reverse, taking heat out of
the air inside and pumping
it outside.

The project, which is
being supported by the state
Department of Housing and
Community Development,
could reap about $9,000
in energy savings each
year, according to a report
by Marlborough Housing
Director Douglas Bushman.

Ledgerwood said that
the pumps are three to four
times as efficient for heat as
baseboard heaters, like the
type currently at Bolton
Street, as well as three to

| Osqf Fous .
Grant could supply new heatin

Fri,

four times as efficient at
cooling as a window air
conditioner.

' Ledgerwood told the
board that ABCD is also
working with housing
authorities in other com-
munities, like Southbridge,
Cambridge and Newton, to
install and test the units,
although Marlborough
would receive the highest
number of them.

The units on Bolton
Street would come from
two separate manufacturers
- Mitsubishi and Fujitsu,
Ledgerwood said. He said
that the units - there would

..\/ /,
Je

ooling systems

[ 35 ol

be 15 of each - are similar
in appearance and function.
He said the ABCD wants to
use Marlborough to test the
models against each other.

To go along with the
upgrades, the DHCD has
also moved money to pay
to replace outdated utility
boxes at Bolton Street.

Board member Lynn
Faust said she had some
concerns with the reliabil-
ity of the new technology, a
concern echoed by Mayor
Arthur Vigeant.

“We have new technology
in (City Hall) and it’s fair at
best,” Vigeant said.

Ledgerwood said that the
work wouldn’t include the
removal of the old heating
systems, which could be
easily reconnected later.

The board voted to
approve the grant, but
members hinged the
approval on a sign-off from
Ghiloni, who they wanted
to confirm the viability and
reliability of the units.

Kendall Hatch can be
reached at 508-490-7453
or khatch@uwickedlocal.
com. Follow him on Twil-

ter @ Kendall _HatchMV.




Main Street Journal

March 15, 2014

Ryan seated; and standing,

Thatch, and Douglas Bushman.

A group of employees from Targ
Community last week to provide upgra
party, headed by Douglas Bushman, M
Housing Board member Sall
Kristen Heath, Dustin Webb, Target team leader Heather

'Right on “Target”
et in Marlborough gathered at the Pleasant Street Senior Housing
des to living conditions for residents. Among those in the work
arlborough Housing Director, were (-r) Cye Cygan and Mary
y Swartz, Jeff Campbell, Melissa Skinner,
Anderson, Barbara McGuire, Shayla Zanni
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