Urban Affairs Committee Report
Meeting from 2/4/2014

Committee came to order at 5:33 pm

Committee members Delano, Clancy, Landers, Tunnera, Page along with Councilors Elder, Ireland, Oram, Robey, and President Pope were in attendance.

The Urban Affairs Committee met to take up order 14-1005670:
Communication from Tim Cummings, MEDC-Urban Land Institute (ULI TAP) Technical
Assistance Program Final Report: Coordinating Action in Downtown Marlborough.
-REFER TO URBAN AFFAIRS

A presentation of the final recommendations was made by the ULI panel of experts. In attendance were: 
• Dick Lampman, G. Greene Construction (TAP Co-Chair - Construction) 
• Scott Payette, Scott Payette Architects (TAP Co-Chair - Design) 
• Andrew Suttor, Riemer & Braunstein 
•Michelle Anders (SP), ULI Boston
• Michael Miller, MassDevelopment
Also in attendance was Tim Cummings, Executive Director MEDC

The panel presented the results of their observations, interviews, and discussions outlining their process, Planning Considerations, Challenges & Opportunities, Vision, and Recommendations.
Among other items of note the panel opined that downtown parking is “abundant” and that we only utilize approximately 50% of available-sufficient to support quite a bit of future growth.
Granger Boulevard is well under capacity and thus one or more lanes can be eliminated and used for bike lanes or pedestrian areas, streetscaping, or other visually appealing purposes. Recommended eliminating the “slip lane” feeding onto Granger from Route 20.
There is an opportunity to extend business hours to enhance the restaurant business. Lighting downtown, and in cross streets and alleys may need to be improved.
The current zoning is outdated and does not allow for mixed-use development and thus should be updated by means of an overlay district. A boutique type hotel may work well in an underutilized site, along with a gym/fitness center, and entertainment.
Allow for zero-foot setback minimums, change FAR (floor area ratios) requirements, change parking requirements to 2.5 space/1000 sq. ft. versus the current 10 space/1000, enforce current on-street parking regulations, and advertise free parking.
Establish a clearinghouse for incentives, financing, and tax credit programs.
Other recommendations were to maintain Main St. as a two-way thoroughfare, add bicycle lanes, extend the bike path downtown, reuse the US Postal Service Distribution Center parcel, and allow “blade” signs downtown.
Tim Cummings of the MEDC agreed to form a committee including local residents, MAPC, and city councilors to further study the details of a zoning change, gather stakeholder input, and make a recommendation back to the City Council for action by the beginning of May, 2014.

Motion made by Councilor Clancy to table, carried 5-0.
Motion made by Councilor Clancy to adjourn, carried 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 7 pm.
Recorded by: Chairman Delano

