City of Marlborough
Conservation Commission
Minutes

September 15, 2011
Memorial Hall, 3" floor, City Hall
7:00 PM

Members Present: Edward Clancy-Chairman, John Skarin, Dennis Demers, Allan White, Larry Roy and
Priscilla Ryder-Conservation Officer

Absent: Michele Higgins and Dave Williams

Amend Order of Conditions

e DEP 212-1033 63 Boivin Dr. (Lot 10) - Minor Amendment to Order of
Conditions. (Dennis Demers abstained from this discussion due to a conflict of
interest. )

Mr. Cappadona was present and explained that his Engineer, Tom Dipersio Jr.
had submitted a letter explaining the minor change needed to install a permanent
discharge pipe from the geothermal well they had drilled. Mr. Clancy read the
letter from Mr. Dipersio Jr. dated September 8, 2011 which outlined the request.
Mr. Cappadona explained that the well was drilled last spring and has been
running through a temporary piping system since then. At first they thought the
well might reach equilibrium and not run. But that has not been the case and a
permanent discharge location is needed. He showed the Commission a plan dated
March 23, 2011 showing the discharge location which will be through the buffer
zone to the edge of the wetland. The Commission asked whether this would
impact the pond freezing. Mr. Cappadona said it may make this upper part of the
pond not freeze, but they are aware of that. Ms. Ryder explained that the
discharge pipe also requires a discharge permit from DEP which is about to be
approved, but the state wanted to be sure the pipe location and installation was
first approved by the local conservation commission. Mr. Cappadona explained
that the well is 680" deep and is constantly flowing by gravity down to the pond.
The grade difference is significant, so no back flow preventer is needed.

The Commission, having no further questions closed the hearing and on a motion
from Mr. White and second by Mr. Skarin voted 4-0 to approve the changes as
minor amendments to the Order of Conditions. Ms. Ryder was asked to send a
letter of approval from the Commission and send a copy to DEP. (Note Dennis
Demers did not participate in this discussion)

Discussion and Other Business:

e Ft. Meadow Drawdown — Request for Nov. 1, 2011 — Ft. Meadow Commission,
Lee Thomson - Lee Thomson was present as Chairman of the Ft. Meadow
Commission. He explained that the consultant Aquatic Control Technologies, the
city has hired to do the weed control, have recommended that the lake be drawn
down to help control the weeds and the Asian Clam. The drawdown is requested
to start on November 1* to allow for boater use through the month of October.
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Mr. Thomson explained that he had attended the Hudson Conservation
Commission meeting two weeks ago and the Hudson Commission had approved
this request. The Commission, having no other questions on a motion by Mr.,
White and seconded by Mr. Skarin voted unanimously to approve the drawdown
from Nov. 1, 2011 to March 1, 2012.

Flagg Brook Wildlife Mgt. Area — Agreement with Dept. of Fisheries and
Wildlife (DFW) - Ms. Ryder explained that in the past few weeks through her
discussions with Dept. of Fish and Wildlife’s Ms. Pat Huckery decided that it
would be best if the DFW managed the 54 acres of newly acquired land
themselves rather than entering into any kind of license agreement with the
Commission. Ms. Ryder noted that the city owns a 22 acre parcel of land north of
this site and another 21 acre parcel of land to the southwest of this parcel. The
Commission discussed how best to manage the two parcels. Ms. Ryder noted that
the DFW has indicated they would allow full hunting on the 54 acres of land.
However, the City parcels are closer to residential areas and may not be suitable
for this activity. Mr. White indicated that he is concerned with hunters in close
proximity to the neighborhoods; he feels it is too close. Mr. Roy said that DFW
does a good job at education and communication for their properties and he feels
that it would be OK to hunt on this property. Ms. Ryder noted that the state is
encouraging communities to allow hunting, even if it is just bow and arrow, since
the deer population is growing exponentially and harming the forest by foraging
too many of the small saplings. The Commission asked Ms. Ryder to talk to the
Police Chief and get his input on this matter before they make any decision on
whether to allow or not allow hunting on the city’s conservation land.

2011 Turtle Survey Summary for Project Partners - Ms. Ryder noted that the
report for the Turtle Survey done at the Desert Natural Area has been completed
and that it revealed a healthy population of turtles in this area including a few
species that are species of special concern. The members each received a copy of

the report titled: 2011 Turtle Survey Summary for Project Parterns and dated
August 2011.

Certificate of Compliance

DEP 212-997 Regency at Assabet Ridge — Full Certificate - As explained in the
letter from William Keating of Toll Brothers dated August 12, 2011, the work
related to this subdivision that lies within the 100 ft. buffer zone has been
completed and they were requesting a Certificate of Compliance to close out the
project. However, Ms. Ryder noted that this project was the subject of a violation
notice after the most recent rain event and much muddy water left the detention
basin and made its way to the stream and pond below. The Commission decided
that given this existing condition and much additional activity is to continue on
the site, that they would prefer to keep this file open until the site is stabilized to
the Commission’s satisfaction. The Commission asked Ms. Ryder to send a letter
explaining that a full Certificate of Compliance had been denied and that an
Extension Permit would be considered for the next meeting.




Conservation Commission
Minutes — September 15, 2011
Page 3 of 4

e DEP 212-528 - #94 unit 62 Crystal Brook Condo Association - Partial Certificate
of Compliance - This is an old filing and one of the condos is being sold and this
Order of Conditions is still bound to the deed. All work has been completed and
the only outstanding item is the submittal of an as-built plan. The Commission
indicated they would release this unit under a partial Certificate of Compliance,
but requested that Ms. Ryder contact the Condo Association to request that they

request a full Certificate of Compliance for this Order of Conditions to close out

this file.

Correspondence/Other Business
The following correspondence was reviewed and the Commission voted to accept and
place on file:
e OARS (the Assabet. Sudbury and Concord Rivers) 25" Annual River Cleanup -
Sat. 9/17/2011 - 9:00 a.m. — noon.
e MACC Fall Conference

Project Updates and Wetland Violations:
Wetland Violations: Violation notices were submitted to the following project

locations. Copies of the violation letters were provided to the Commission for
review. Comments were made as follows:

656 Farm Rd. — Fill violation - Ms. Ryder asked the Commission to view this
property before the next meeting. The applicant has been asked to cease all
work at the rear of the house until the Commission has reviewed the Notice of
Intent to be heard on the Oct. 6™ meeting.

56 Concord Rd. — Silt washing off the site - Several Commission members
had seen the washout that occurred from this site and drained into the street
drain and into the stream which flows through the Country Club. The site has
since been hydro seeded and should be stabilized.

340, 342, & 358 Berlin Rd. — New Hope Community Church — Small washout
- This washout should be repaired. Ms. Ryder asked the Commission how
they would like to handle this. The Commission suggested that Ms. Ryder
send a letter to the church informing them that some repair is needed to
prevent further washouts which will occur when large storms arrive. Ms.
Ryder will send a letter.

CrowleyDr. — Toll Bros. - During the Sept. 8" storm event mud left the site
from the detention basin into the adjacent wetland. Ms. Ryder required that
Toll Brothers’ site manager identify the problem and correct it, so this doesn’t
happen again. They did inspect the drain pipes and found them to be full of
silt and indicated the piples would be cleaned immediately.

Crowley Dr. — Vestas site - During the Sept. 8" storm event muddy water left
the site and entered the wetland system and flowed under the bike path. The
site contractor was very responsive and corrected the problem immediately.

Conservation Land:

Felton Conservation Land — Tree clearing updates and discussion - Ms. Ryder
said that she walked the areas to be cleared with a company called The Axe
Brothers who have provided a quote on the clearing project to bring the fields
back to the stone walls. The cost is slightly more than the funds we have, so
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Ms. Butler has agreed to pitch in another $1,300 as long as the city can spray
the bittersweet and poison ivy to keep it at bay until the hay can grow and be
cut and maintained. The Commission agreed to pay the cost of the herbicide
and asked Ms. Ryder to get two more quotes from tree clearing companies to
be sure the bids are competitive. They also authorized an additional $500 to be

spent to get more of the fields cleared if that is needed once the bids come in.
Ms. Ryder will do so.

Other Business

e Wilkins Way cul-de-sac - Ms. Ryder explained that she met with the (DPW) at
Wilkins Way to discuss the drainage problem they have been experiencing. The
end of the cul-de-sac is about at the same elevation as the wetland. During the
spring and winter months the cul-de sac is under water. There are two ways to
address this; rebuild the cul-de-sac, so the existing drainage catch basins work to
collect the water, or dig a trench in the wetland until a positive grade is found
which will help to convey the water. The Commission noted they needed more
information about the grades before they can give an opinion on which option
seems more acceptable to them. Ms. Ryder will let DPW know.

e Kirby Street - Ms. Ryder noted that during the past storm event the (DPW) was
called out to check the drains on Kirby Street. They found several of them to be
clogged which discharge into the wetland. Some work to open up the pipes had to
be done in the wetland to clear this blockage. During this process they noticed
that a great deal of dumping has been occurring over this wetland slope which
will need to be cleaned up. Ms. Ryder will send a letter to the owner to begin this
process and ask that they attend the next meeting.

e Assabet River Rail Trail repair - An Eagle Scout will be doing repairs on the
guardrail between Ash and Fairbanks/Boston Scientific Way on Sept. 17" .

* Hosmer St. sewer line break - Mr. Clancy and Mr. Demers indicated they had
seen the leak on Hosmer St. Saturday morning, Sept. 17th and it was gushing at
7:00 AM. They both indicated that it looked like some raw sewerage entered the
stream. Ms. Ryder said she had followed up with Mr. Lavallee at the DPW and
his crew had told him nothing reached the stream. Mr. Clancy and Demers
indicated that they had spoken to Mr. Clark on site and he had added chlorine to
the roadway as a disinfectant. Ms. Ryder will follow up with the DPW to be sure

that the proper notification to DEP and protocol were met if discharge made it to
the stream.

Meetings — Conservation Meetings — October 6, 2011 and October 20, 2011 (Thursdays)
Adjournment
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